Eagle Eye on GSS Religion & Spanish – Mrs. Linso
Teaching Religion to children is one of the greatest privileges I have been blessed with as a Catholic School
teacher. On a day to day basis, I have the opportunity to bring Christ to them. Whether we are praying together,
expressing our thoughts through art, or learning some new and difficult concepts, Jesus is always with us.
Each religion class opens with Prayer. In our prayers we usually petition Jesus and his Blessed Mother to
hear our special intentions. This gives the children time to put their faith in God. It also makes all of us aware of one
another’s needs so we can pray for others, too. Prayer adds a calming atmosphere to the class; the students put
themselves in God’s hands and they are ready to focus on the lesson at hand.
There are many exciting lessons for the pupils to learn. Second Graders are in the midst of studying the
sacraments. They have learned all about Penance & Reconciliation, Confirmation, and they just completed their
study of Baptism. One of the highlights of studying that sacrament was when the students brought in dolls and we
“baptized” them. Every student had a part – be it a Godparent, a Parent and even a Priest! Now the second grade
students are learning about the Eucharist. They are excitedly awaiting the time of their First Holy Communion.
Speaking of sacramental preparation, the Eighth Grade students are preparing for the Sacrament of
Confirmation. They have mastered the Gifts of the Holy Spirit and are starting to learn the Fruits of the Holy Spirit.
They have picked out the saint whose name they are going to take, and they have picked their sponsors. I am so very
proud of our eighth graders who have made their own choice to be confirmed in the Catholic Church!
Seventh Grade is right behind the eighth grade in getting prepared for the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Following their study of the apostles, in which the students prepared a great Google Slide Show about the apostles,
the seventh grade is beginning the study of the sacraments. This study will include an introduction to Confirmation.
No sacraments yet for the Sixth Grade, but they are enjoying their lessons on the stories of the Old
Testament. They had to consider the missions of the patriarchs and why God changed some of their names. Then
they asked themselves, “Why am I named what I am named and what is my mission in life?” This led to some great
projects on the meaning of their names and got them thinking about their mission in life.
Praying is not only done in Religion class, but also in Spanish class. The Middle School students know how
to say the Ave Maria (Hail Mary) and the Padre Nuestro (Our Father) among the many other things they can do.
Eighth graders have learned to use forms of verbs in sentences along with other vocabulary. Seventh grade is
learning possessive adjectives and how to use them. Sixth grade is using new verbs and have learned to write
sentences about themselves.
Yes, we are blessed, very blessed to be in a Catholic school where we can have time to pray for ourselves
and one another - not just in Religion class but in all our classes!
Mrs. Linso, Eighth Grade Homeroom Teacher
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